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Is Leukosis Stealing Your Profits?

“Traditionally, Leukosis has been controlled by culling all infected cattle ’ :
detected by an antibody test,” says Dr. Paul Bartlett and Dr. Tasia Kenrick in a In today’s US dairy herd, almost
Hoard’s Dairyman article published in June 2025 titled What’s new with BLV? 90% of herds and 50% of cows
“In the 1970s, our Leukosis (BLV) prevalence was about 10%.” Rather than are infected.
eradicating it at that time, like many other countries, the disease now affects ~Bartlett and Kenrick, Hoard’s Dairyman,
half our national dairy herd and about a third of replacement heifers. June 2025

The financial loss for Five reasons to control leukosis (BLV) in your herd

H O,

herds ‘{\"th a 50% . 1. Leukosis-linked sarcomas are the most common reason for US cattle being condemned
Ieu!(OSIS prevalence is at slaughter—a complete loss on a carcass currently carrying $2,000+ in value
estimated at 2. Leukosis immune disfunction reduces resistance to other pathogens
$640/cow/year. 3. Reduces milk production by 480 pounds per lactation, on average, and is

associated with higher SCC
4. Shortens the lifespan of cows
5. Undermines consumer confidence in dairy and beef products

~Renegar and coauthors,
University of Florida, 2023

With a potential for so many positive cows, how should you start controlling
leukosis in an affordable way?

a) Find the super-shedders and cull or segregate them. “Commercial
ELISA tests are rapid, inexpensive, and easy to interpret,” says Dr. Kaitlyn
Renegar, veterinarian with the University of Florida. However, among those
cows found to be infected, only a small percentage are responsible for most
of the leukosis transmission to herdmates. Those “super-shedder” cows can
be detected with a quantitative PCR test that will report the proviral load.
Removing these high shedding cows is a critical control point for shoring up
new infections and can make eradication economically possible.

b) Implement practices that stop the spread. Use single-use disposable
needles; wash equipment & tools that come in contact with blood, mucus,

or manure between animals; feed only colostrum and milk that has been Three enlarged lymph nodes in a leukosis-infected
frozen, pasteurized, or from replacer. Further, use single-use palpation cow. Photo credit: Renegar et al., 2023.

sleeves for pregnancy checks and/or milk ELISAs for confirming pregnancy

status.

Minnesota DHIA offers both the milk ELISA leukosis & pregnancy tests and the quantitative PCR leukosis test (which requires a
whole blood sample). We have processed over 38,000 Leukosis milk ELISA samples since the test became available in 2010.
Visit with your field technician on your next test day or call Lynn or Pat at the lab for more information: 763.682.1091.

Congratulations and Happy

Retirement, Lester! DHIA Scholarship Application

Now Available

Lester Perschbacher served as a field

technician in Freeborn County DHIA and to Applications are due October 31, 2025
dairies in surrounding counties for almost 69 ’
years—likely a national record. Lester, your L L
dedication kindness, and good humor have The application and guidelines are
been a joy to all who have had an opportunity available at mndhia.org

to work with you. Best wishes, young man!
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June Milk Quality Leaders, ranked by SCC then Log SCC

Name SCC Cows Name SCC Cows

*JIM AND MARY EVANS 23 6| | *DEB HEUER 88 34
GEHL ACRES FARM 26 140] |JM DAIRY LLC 89 358
JASSEL HOLSTEINS 35 82| |JOHN AND KARYL DIERSEN 89 199
HARMONY HILLS DAIRY 39 58] |WALTER BROS FARM 89 466
PINE-VUE FARMS 41 103| |FLYINGCOW DAIRY 90 177
WIRTLAND HOLSTEINS 45 589| |MEYER BROS DAIRY 91 516
ERICKSONS DAIRY 46 64| |BLUE VIEW DAIRY FARM 92 316
*GLEN AND BECKY CHRISTEN 47 40| [*ANDY AND LINDA RIEKE 92 53
WRIGHT WAY DAIRY FARM 48 40| [*MATT ANDRING 93 131
*ANDREW PRIMUS 51 42| [TWIN SPRUCE 96 82
RKB DAIRY 52 146] |COUNTY LINE DAIRY LLC 96 181
*CORY AND KRISTEN SALZL 52 23| |[SUNSHINE DAIRY LLC 96 102
*DEVOINE KRUSE 53 249| |CANC 96 54
SCHULTE FARMS 53 287| |HEUSINKVELD FARMS 97 511
BEAVER OAK DAIRY 54 126] |GAR-LIN DAIRY FARMS INC. 99 2050
FUNKS MIDWAY DAIRY 58 866| | *MICHAEL & KACIE KURTH 99 105
KUGATH FARMS 59 18] | *RICK STOCKER 99 80
KIMM'S DAIRY 60 82| | *DUANE&KAREN TIMM 100 123
BURKE DAIRY INC 61 192| | *DARRELL LUHMANN 102 135
*MICHAEL BANSE 61 102] | *NICK + DENNIS TATGE 103 270
HOEFS' DAIRY 62 282| |*ROGER AND MICHELLE BENRUD 103 112
*MAYNARD & JEREMY SCHUMACHER 62 136| |FRITSCHE FARMS 106 32
*BILL & ALAN MILLER 63 285| |RISING HEITS 106 11
REILAND FARMS 66 536 | MCANDREWS DAIRY 107 485
IMAGE-POINT DAIRY 66 76| |*TIM&SARAH AHO 107 240
DICKE CENTURY FARM 67 206| [SANDHILL DAIRY 109 351
SELKE FARMS 68 268| |[SCHUMACHER DAIRY FARMS 110 1337
GLEN-D-HAVEN HOLSTIENS 69 304| |DAVID BANDLI 110 39
*SCOTT&MICHELLE HERBER 69 795| |CLARK FARMS,LLC 111 773
LAX-PIETIG DAIRY LLC 69 1086| |THISTLE DEW DAIRY 111 136
*MARK KLEHR 70 55| |RYBERG REG HOLSTEIN 111 41
*KRISTEN REIMAN DUDEN 70 32| [MUNDT FAMILY FARM 111 267
DAHRING DAIRY FARM 73 55| |*JOHN SAUBER 113 55
DREAM RIDGE JERSEYS 73 29| |*BOB & KAYLIE GRUBER 113 305
STELLING FARMS 74 318| |*REED MIDDENDORF 113 77
KUECHLE DAIRY 74 254| |HYDE-PARK HOLSTEINS 114 785
AUSPICIOUS OYSTER GRANGE 75 168| |REMIGER DAIRY LLC 114 108
JOHNSON DAIRY 77 24| |*TREVOR DICKE 114 96
SUNNY SIDE DAIRY 79 142| | *ROGER HEMMESCH 114 58
TRAIL SIDE HOLSTEINS 79 753| [IRISH RIDGE DAIRY LLC 115 69
SCHEFFLER DAIRY 79 164] |KAHL FARMS 116 112
MC NAMARA FARMS 82 46| |SUNSHINE ACRES 117 220
MIKE & LORI BOESL 83 289| |WATRIN FARMS INC 117 536
D&L JOHNSON DAIRY FARM 85 235| |[BONOW FARMS 117 295
*DANIEL & ANNETTE GREGOR 86 62| |*DARIN WALCHESKI 118 74
*PAT&MIKE DUNCANSON 86 101] |WELGRAVEN DAIRY LLC 119 105
REUTER FARMS 86 134] | *MIKE MENZE 120 78
*RICHARD LAMBRECHT 86 103| |DELBERT BECHTOLD 121 33
RIVER VALLEY DAIRY LLC 86 114] |KUHN DAIRY FARMS 122 311
IMPOLA DAIRY 88 110] |TONY & ANDY FISHER 122 72

]
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