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Annual Summary Data  
See our website www.mndhia.org for the remarkable accomplishments and management triumphs of our DHIA 
members in calendar 2023.  We will be adding more information as time allows.  The popular Scorecard which is 
widely used by consultants has been up for a couple of weeks.   
 
Some of the Annual Summary data is shared via Facebook and also in the Dairy Star.  Local associations have also 
been provided with their information.   

 
Minnesota DHIA Annual Meeting scheduled March 26 in Rogers from 10:45 to 
2:30.  There will be reports and discussion groups, but no featured speaker this year.  If you are a member and 
interested in attending, please call Nancy Zander at (763) 233-7843 or email nancyz@mndhia.org for more 
information.  Only delegates get per diem, but everyone who lets us know ahead of time gets lunch! 
 

Price changes in 2024 
With ever increasing costs in lab, field, and administration we will be increasing the base price for herds by a few cents 
per cow to help cover postage, workers compensation insurance, liability insurance, speedee delivery, gas prices, and 
health insurance benefits as well as the cost of lab chemicals for standard tests as well as the ELISA tests.   
 
We are involved with National DHIA and some international DHIAs in the development of a new meter that is 
designed to be smaller and lighter and sample directly into the vial that is shipped to the lab.  This should save time on 
sample day and enable easier sampling in some of the low line parlors but it requires an investment.   
 

The scorecard for 2024 use is included in this member message as well.  It is designed to help you 
pinpoint the areas where you excel as a manager, as well as identifying opportunities for improved production and 
profit.  There is a cheat sheet on our website (mndhia.org) to make it easier to find the data if you are having trouble. 
 

Central Plains Dairy Expo is coming up on March 19-21 in Sioux Falls, SD. We will be in booth 
AF104, located in arena in the same spot as last year. We will also have a DART expert from DRMS at our booth on 
Wednesday afternoon.   Stop in and meet our new Director of Member Services and Support, Amy Loeschke, and our 
data handling specialist Alicia Vogl and look at the new Herd HQ tool. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Highlights from 2024 Member meetings 
Seven presenters gave excellent talks on subjects important to today’s dairy industry during our five online member 
meetings, held February 15-29. These are a few highlights of what you may have heard if you attended: 

 
“Everything on the farm has changed, and we need to understand, 
those changes are huge. Even when you have a good year, you 
had stress all the way through it.” – Ted Matthews 

 

 

 

 

“CDCB’s milking speed evaluation is one of about 15-
20 ongoing research projects.  It will be based off 
quantitative data that comes from milking equipment, 
not from farmer opinion as in some other evaluations.”  

– Katie Schmitt 

 

 

 

“The biggest bottleneck to having too many lame cows is 
actually not finding enough lame cows. Here is how to look 
for lameness on a systematic basis.” – Dr. Gerard Cramer 

 
 
 
Informative sessions also included speakers: 
·  Dave Scapanski, who spoke on state and national DHIA 
initiatives 
·  Pat Baier with highlights from the new HerdHQ tools 

·  Dr. Brad Heins, who talked about ongoing research at the WCROC Morris dairy station 
·  Dr. Luciano Caixeta, who spoke on selective dry cow therapy and dry off best practices 

  

Recordings of these presentations are available on our new YouTube channel at 
www.youtube.com/@MinnesotaDHIA, or simply scan this QR code. Please subscribe! Thank 
you to all who attended and participated in these meetings. 
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