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2025 Annual Meeting Information 
 

Minnesota DHIA held our Annual Meeting on Tuesday March 18 in Rogers, Minnesota.  

Participating members and delegates heard a number of reports on national and local DHIA work and 
voted in favor of new ways to hold meetings in future years while still encouraging member 

participation and engagement. Watch your future issues of Minnesota DHIA News for more information 
on exciting changes and new ways for you as members to get involved in your DHIA organization!  
 

             
 

 

Manager’s Memo 
 

We held 3 successful Member’s Meetings in February—two by Zoom and one live. They covered contemporary topics 

such as Bird Flu, new RFID requirements, a new tag offering with Caisley, milk pregnancy testing with IDEXX, 

information on our participation in research to revise adjustment factors, new meters and more. Recordings will be 

available on our YouTube channel (youtube.com/@MinnesotaDHIA) and on our Facebook page very soon. 

 

This time of year is prime for reviewing the strategic plan for our organization—much like many of you do on the 

regular for your dairy businesses. I would really like to hear your suggestions for improvement of MnDHIA, and my 

phone line is always open. 

 

In February, the lab staff completed the installation of a new milk analysis line (the first of 2 this year), as well as 

preventative maintenance on two of our existing lines. This new equipment is the largest single financial outlay we will 

have in 2025. The investment in high quality lab equipment is needed for your samples to be accurately analyzed, and 

for results to be returned to you fast. The funds for these replacements have been in the budget plans all along and will 

not increase your lab fees. 

 

Data privacy is something we think about more and more as technology advances and, therefore, data 

becomes easier to manage and summarize into useful information. At Minnesota DHIA, our policies for 

retaining and handling data have NOT changed. We continue to only retain the minimum information your 

field technician needs to serve you well. However, we have been asked to document what those policies 

encompass by one of our vendors, and the process has enabled this chance to communicate them to you. 

Find it at https://tinyurl.com/MnDhiaPrivacy or use this QR code. 

 

Kind regards,  

Amy Loeschke 

 

mailto:youtube.com/@MinnesotaDHIA
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2024 Milk Quality Leaders  
 

Milk quality among Minnesota DHIA herds was again outstanding in 2024 with a state average of 

195,000 for December. A group of 100+ exceptional Minnesota DHIA member herds with 150 SCC or 

lower were published in the February 8, 2025 issue of Dairy Star (Section 2, Page 18: 

https://dairystar.com/zone-1). These herds were the best-of-the-best for 2024 average SCC. They are 

ranked first by lowest SCC and ties are ranked by lowest linear SCS.  

 

The lowest SCC herds among 4 herd size quartiles are shown below. Congrats to all!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality leaders in the first quartile of herds with less than 90 

cows. 

Quality leaders in the second quartile of herds with 

91-160 cows. 
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Here’s to Our Field Technicians! 
The quality of DHIA service has a high correlation to the person who comes to your farm on sample day.  We 

are blessed to have many folks who do a wonderful job and represent your interests quite well. 

 

ELISAs and Eartags are both services that field technicians are equipped to provide to you. The role for your 

field tech includes setting up the lists of which cows get sampled (Cows submitted for Preg testing is often 

automated and based on stage of lactation, breeding events, and/or previous preg checks).  

 

Your technician can also monitor your tag inventories and automate the re-order process. Then, tag series 

are programmed into on-farm or field service software to help remove opportunities for entry error. Ask your 

field tech, or call Lisette at the office, for help selecting the right tags for your farm that comply with the new 

RFID requirements. 

Thank you, field techs, for your role in helping your members with these services! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELISA Tests (pregnancy, Leukosis, Johnes) 
6,188  Katie Shaw of Long Prairie 
5,251  Ron Lange of Lewiston 
3,723  Bobbie Blommel of Wadena 
3,325  Darcy Froehlich of Kerkhoven 
3,189  Tracie Vikla of Lonsdale 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

% ELISA tests run  

        8.4   Kevin Knoblach of Sauk Centre 
        8.4   Ray Scherber of Otsego 
        8.2   Karen Gorentz of Dent  
        8.1   Bobbie Blommel of Wadena 
        8.1   Becky Bitzan of Garfield 
        6.4   Betty Skare of Hutchinson 
 

   
   
   
   
   

Eartags Sold  
Stephanie Tienter of Harmony 
Tracie Vikla of Lonsdale 
Ron Lange of Lewiston 
Liz Reich of Grand Forks 
Leon Sexton of Millville 
Harley Bork of Jasper 
Katie Shaw of Long Prairie 
Loretta Franke of Lafayette 

 

Quality leaders in the third quartile of herds with 

161-325 cows. 
Quality leaders in the fourth quartile of herds with 

326 cows or more. 
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February Milk Quality Leaders, ranked by SCC then Log SCC
Name Cows SCC Name Cows SCC
*GREG AND KRISTIN MAHONEY 12 23 PAUL SCHILLING 54 79
HARMONY HILLS DAIRY 54 23 GLEN-D-HAVEN HOLSTIENS 294 82
JASSEL HOLSTEINS 83 28 CLARK FARMS,LLC 752 82
TWIN SPRUCE 82 36 *MAREN & JEREMY HOLST 112 82
DREAM RIDGE JERSEYS 27 36 *BRUCE AND RUSS NELSON 94 82
GLEN & BECKY CHRISTEN 35 37 COUNTY LINE DAIRY LLC 176 84
HAPPKE HOLSTEIN FARM 111 37 WALTER BROS FARM 461 84
*JOE WUETHRICH 26 40 IRRTHUM FARM INC. 75 84
*MIKE MENZE 82 43 *RODERICK DUESTERHOEFT 31 84
GEHL ACRES FARM 138 45 KIMM'S DAIRY 76 85
*JIM AND MARY EVANS 6 46 STADICK FARM INC 190 85
*DEVOINE KRUSE 245 47 *FRANCIS & THERESA RYNDA 50 85
SCHROEDER BROS LLC 158 48 GAR-LIN DAIRY FARMS INC. 2047 86
*JEREMY BEYER 40 51 WIRTLAND HOLSTEINS 566 86
SUNSHINE ACRES 232 53 *MARK BROSIG 249 86
*MARK KLEHR 54 54 JOHN + KARYL DIERSEN 196 87
WRIGHT WAY DAIRY FARM 42 55 *ANDREW PRIMUS 39 87
MERDAN DAIRY INC 84 55 ACKERMAN FARMS 111 87
KUECHLE DAIRY 237 57 DELBERT BECHTOLD 35 87
RYBERG REG HOLSTEIN 33 58 VOGT DAIRY LLC 325 88
SELKE FARMS 266 60 CHUCKKLAPHAKE JARRETTBORG 126 88
REUTER FARMS 136 63 MCANDREWS DAIRY 472 89
*TREVOR DICKE 91 63 RIVER VALLEY DAIRY LLC 108 89
RKB DAIRY 142 64 *BRIAN AND JULIE LIBBESMEIER 57 90
TRAIL SIDE HOLSTEINS 750 64 BORST FAMILY DAIRY LLC 270 90
*BERNARD MANDERFELD 111 64 MEYER BROS DAIRY 513 91
HOUDEK DAIRY LLC 522 65 *SCOTT FEINE 74 91
*JOHN CASPER 104 65 LINDAHL FARMS 112 91
KRAIG&RACHELLE KRIENKE 647 65 HYDE-PARK HOLSTEINS 762 93
*KELLY AND KURTIS RONNINGEN 110 65 INTRIGUE DAIRY 55 93
VALLEY VIEW FARM 1 125 65 MUNDT DAIRY 269 94
HOEFS' DAIRY 280 66 *PAT&MIKE DUNCANSON 102 94
*SCOTT&MICHELLE HERBER 772 66 *RANDY WAGNER 376 95
*RYAN KNISLEY 59 68 GOCHNAUER FARMS 29 97
SCHEFFLER DAIRY 156 68 *CHRIS POPP 136 98
MARSHALL KORN 62 68 D & S HILLTOP FARM 329 98
*JIM & MARILYN SCHUMER 81 69 JM DAIRY LLC 353 99
*CORY AND KRISTEN SALZL 18 70 *BILL & ALAN MILLER 281 99
LAX-PIETIG DAIRY LLC 1092 71 WENDT DAIRY LLC 113 99
KUGATH FARMS 21 71 MIKE & LORI BOESL 267 100
AVON HEIGHTS 78 72 PEDLEY DAIRY 298 102
IRISH RIDGE DAIRY LLC 69 73 *LAWRENCE SUCHY 48 102
BURKE DAIRY INC 191 75 KOLTES DAIRY LLC 133 103
*MAYNARD & JEREMY SCHUMACHER 130 75 REMIGER DAIRY LLC 125 103
*RONALD BEHOUNEK 286 75 DANINGER INC 119 104
*MICHAEL DALQUIST 32 75 MEADOW FRONT FARMS 118 105
IMAGE-POINT DAIRY 74 76 *SCHLAUDERAFF ENTERPRISE 678 105
MEADOW BROOK DAIRY 77 77 VALLEY ACRES DAIRY 918 106
*NICK + DENNIS TATGE 255 78 *ROGER ALTENDORF 50 106
*ROBERT AND JEANNETTE SHEEHAN 53 79 HIDDEN HILL DAIRY LLC 421 107


