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The old saying goes, “You don’t plant an Oak tree so that you can enjoy the shade 
next week. You do it for the next generation.”  That idea fits dairy farming remarkably well, and 

particularly DHIA testing. A dairy we worked with this month learned that lesson the hard way when they were 

forced to urgently sell their herd, but they had no DHIA information. The buyers offering top dollar asked these 

questions: 

 

• What is the historical performance of the herd (beyond milk weights)? 

• Do any cows have chronic mastitis, and with what organisms? 

• Is the herd Johnes and Leukosis free? 

• Which cows have an A2/A2 genotype? 

• Can I have an electronic transfer of their lifetime records and events for my on-farm software? 

• How do these cows rank for genetic merit? 

 

The MnDHIA field service and staff team were able to provide a single test day on short notice, but still, so much 

was missing as you can imagine.  While he thought he was saving money by not testing in previous months and 

years, the farmer learned an expensive lesson. 

 

DHIA results to use today… 

What information do you have at your fingertips when you have fresh cows to check? Breeding lists that need 

decisions? Components, SCC, feed efficiency, open cows, and cull lists all require action NOW (not next week and 

certainly not six months from now? In many ways, DHIA testing is designed exactly for that purpose: giving 

producers timely information to make better day-to-day decisions. A perfect example is the “Keep Value” 

provided by Keep-Or-Beef, which is a part of the new HerdHQ platform. Keep value combines the 

genetic merit and real-world performance of cows and heifers using same-day production and events. 

 

Our fresh cow reports (403 Transition Management or the new Fresh Cow Index offered by HerdHQ, for 

example) might help identify health problems before they become costly setbacks. Pregnancy testing through 

milk samples can help confirm reproductive status quickly and accurately. Component, SCC, and mastitis 

PCR results help monitor milk quality and uncover issues before they impact the milk check. Pen and lactation-

group reports can reveal opportunities to improve feed efficiency or identify cows that are no longer paying their 

way in the herd. Those are the “here-and-now” answers—and they matter tremendously. 

 

…providing long-term business sustainability. 

The herds that continue to thrive through changing markets, tighter margins, labor challenges, and industry 

consolidation are rarely built on short-term thinking alone. They are built on consistency, disciplined 

management, and years or decades of measured decisions backed by reliable information. 

 

That’s where herd records become more than numbers. It establishes benchmarks. By the way, did you know you 

can benchmark your herd against all other MnDHIA members using your 302 Herd Summary? See the 

Scorecard on the next page. Furthermore, you can use MilkMetrics from HerdHQ to benchmark against 

7,000+ herds refined by herd size, breed, times milked, region, etc, for several hundred traits.  

 

An oak tree grows slowly. So does a great herd. 

At Minnesota DHIA, we are proud to work alongside dairy producers who are not only managing for today’s 

challenges, but also building strong foundations for the next generation of their herd, their farm, and the dairy 

industry itself.   

 

Interested in ways you can up-level your dairy and better utilize the data at your fingertips? Reach out to Hannah 

Molitor, Dairy Technical Advisor, at HannahM@mndhia.org or (320) 310-5252. 
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Precision Milk Pregnancy Testing 
is a technology Minnesota DHIA has offered since 2013. Since that time, we have run over 733,000 tests for 

dairy producers—a significant portion of the 38 million tests performed globally. 

 

The milk preg test detects the PAG levels in milk, or pregnancy-associated glycoproteins. The test is conducted in 

the Sauk Centre ELISA lab, the same building as where your milk samples are processed for components and 

SCC.  Using milk samples from your monthly DHIA test makes fertility management fast, easy, and convenient. 

Some dairies take additional strip samples between test days for even faster results, and the lab can ship 

supplies to you to make that process easy. 

 

A new study from Texas A&M shows that cows tested with a milk pregnancy test have 1.02 pounds more 

production PER DAY than cows that undergo palpation or ultrasound. Why? 

• Less time in headlocks (1.1 fewer hours daily, on average) 

• More time resting in stalls 

• Less stress, better welfare and productivity 

• Less chance of disease spread (Leukosis and Johnes are transmitted rectally and by manure) 

 

A new generation of milk pregnancy testing kit was made available to us in February from IDEXX, delivering 

greater confidence in the results. Sensitivity and Specificity are the statistical measures of accuracy that 

determine the likelihood of a false positive or false negative result, respectively. This translates to a substantial 

reduction in rechecks, which we expect will decrease.  Further, the new formulation allows the test to be 

run as early as 50 DIM and 28 days post-breeding. 

 

Ready to start milk pregnancy testing in your herd? 

Contact your field technician or Mark Heidgerken at the lab at MarkH@mndhia.org or (320) 352-2028. 
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April Milk Quality Leaders, ranked by SCC then Log SCC

Name SCC Cows Name SCC Cows

*DENNIS AND WAYNE WOLTERS 26 156 DELBERT BECHTOLD 76 35

TWIN SPRUCE 30 84 *KATIE FREDIN 76 17

SCOTCH PRAIRIE FARM 33 7 SELKE FARMS 77 274

HARMONY HILLS DAIRY 36 56 *MAREN & JEREMY HOLST 77 120

HOEFS' DAIRY 37 280 RIVER VALLEY DAIRY LLC 77 124

RISING HEITS 38 13 SUNSHINE ACRES 78 199

GEHL ACRES FARM 42 133 *KRISTEN REIMAN DUDEN 78 34

SCHULTE FARMS 43 275 HYDE-PARK HOLSTEINS 79 794

PINE-VUE FARMS 43 103 MEYER BROS DAIRY 79 514

*JEREMY BEYER 44 40 MIKE & LORI BOESL 80 280

CANC 44 58 REILAND FARMS 80 523

HIGH POINT DAIRY 46 193 *ANDY AND LINDA RIEKE 80 54

BURKE DAIRY INC 47 190 *ADAM & SARAH MELLGREN 81 77

TRAIL SIDE HOLSTEINS 48 765 WINGERT REG HOLSTEINS 81 104

SCHROEDER BROS LLC 48 157 OAK CREST FARMS 81 35

TA LEONARD REG HOLSTEINS 48 52 EMPIRE FARMS 81 31

*TREVOR DICKE 49 96 KERKOW DAIRY 82 111

*DEVOINE KRUSE 50 245 ERICKSONS-NELSON DAIRY 83 66

RYBERG REG HOLSTEIN 50 47 WALTER BROS FARM 83 464

KUGATH FARMS 51 18 D&L JOHNSON DAIRY FARM 84 241

KIMM'S DAIRY 53 80 *STACY & JULIE MILLER 84 92

KRAIG&RACHELLE KRIENKE 53 681 *BILL & ALAN MILLER 85 262

BEAVER OAK DAIRY 54 119 R & DEE'S DAIRY 85 117

SWEET DREAMS AYRSHIRES 55 10 SWEDE ALLEY JERSEYS 85 11

*MARK KLEHR 58 53 GAR-LIN DAIRY FARMS INC. 86 2069

LAX-PIETIG DAIRY LLC 59 1089 MERDAN DAIRY INC 86 84

DUANE & DOREEN LAVEAU 59 55 VALLEY ACRES DAIRY 88 990

WIRTLAND HOLSTEINS 60 556 FRITSCHE FARMS 88 32

IMAGE-POINT DAIRY 61 75 *BERNARD MANDERFELD 89 113

*CORY AND KRISTEN SALZL 65 23 OAT HILL DAIRY 89 77

DOWN N' DIRTY 66 41 THISTLE DEW DAIRY 90 136

*RYAN KNISLEY 67 66 *MICHAEL BANSE 91 120

*DEB HEUER 68 31 CHI-LAKES LAND&LIVESTOCK 91 8

SUNNY SIDE DAIRY 69 133 *BOB & KAYLIE GRUBER 92 307

JM DAIRY LLC 69 385 SUNSHINE DAIRY LLC 93 99

*DUANE&KAREN TIMM 70 114 MARSHALL KORN 93 57

*PAUL SCHUMACHER 70 80 STELLING FARMS 94 308

*JEFF PETERMEIER 71 48 ZAHBULLS HOLSTEINS LLC 94 508

WALNUT ROW FARM LLC 71 22 *KEN & LINDA GLISCZINSKI 94 189

DNA FARMS INC 72 81 SCHERPING FARM 95 46

KUECHLE DAIRY 72 240 IRISH RIDGE DAIRY LLC 96 74

HINCKLEY HOLSTEINS LLC 72 673 WELGRAVEN DAIRY LLC 96 97

COUNTYLINE LAND-LIVESTOCK 72 95 *NICK + DENNIS TATGE 97 272

*NATHAN & BRIDGET GIBBS 72 231 VALLEY VIEW FARM 1 97 130

FUNKS MIDWAY DAIRY 73 839 GLEN-D-HAVEN HOLSTIENS 99 306

*GLEN AND BECKY CHRISTEN 73 39 COUNTY LINE DAIRY LLC 99 173

HOESE DAIRY INC. 73 132 SHERDALE FARMS 99 80

WAKE UP DAIRY 74 545 BROOKSIDE DAIRY 99 528

*GREG & SANDY WALZ 74 55 FLYINGCOW DAIRY 101 172

*RODERICK DUESTERHOEFT 75 30 RADIL FARMS L 101 120

RKB DAIRY 76 145


