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New USDA Official Tag Regulation (effective November 5th ) 

Earlier this year, USDA (and the Minnesota Board of Animal Health, 
locally) announced a new rule that is expected to improve traceability 
for cattle in the event of an animal disease outbreak. The system 
allows for more rapid detection, minimizes quarantines and market 
disruptions. The new requirement is simply that tags applied after 
November 5th must be visually and electronically readable to 
be considered official. RFID tags from approved manufacturers are 
the only ones that meet those criteria. DHIA has long offered those 
approved RFID tags.   

Except for animals being shipped to slaughter, dairy-breed females 
(or breeding bulls) of any age that are moving from your 

premises are required to have official ID. 

Efficient, accurate, and practical ID for official ID plus management has been a cornerstone 

of Minnesota DHIA’s service for decades. To date, you have partnered with us and ordered over 
850,000 tags, 310,000 of which are official RFID tags! Our staff is here to answer your questions and 
to partner with you to implement an identification program that fits your needs. We have access to 
tags from several manufacturers. Please contact Lisette at 763.233.7842, or Nancy at 763.233.7843 
for more information or to place an order. 

 

Annual Summary 

Publication Update 
 

The Minnesota DHIA Board of Directors 

has agreed that to be published in the 

year-end annual summaries and in 

Dairy Star, herds will need to have 10 

tests or more in the 2024 calendar 

year.   

 

Please check the bottom of your herd 

summary for “Record Publication” or 

“No Publication” to see which option you 

are enrolled in. 

 

You may remove your herd from 

publication by talking to our field tech 

on your next sample day.  

 

Manager’s Memo 
 

Thank you for your warm welcome these 3 months since starting as 

General Manager. I’m amazed at the amount of work that goes on 

behind the scenes by your dedicated Field Technicians & Staff team 

to provide good service to you, and I have enjoyed learning every 

minute of it! 
 

This unique newsletter includes SCC leader lists for the last 2 

months separately in pages 3 & 4. Monthly newsletters will resume 

in December. 
 

Recent inflation has undoubtedly affected your businesses, and the 

circumstances within Minnesota DHIA are no different. Even with 

great effort to reduce expenditures and use reserve funds, it will be 

necessary to raise rates by a modest amount this fall & winter to 

cover increasing costs of business. Thank you for your 

understanding and continued support. 
 

Have a safe and successful end to your harvest season and a Happy 

Thanksgiving!  Best regards, Amy Loeschke 
 

AmyL@mndhia.org or 763.233.7844. 

 



Minnesota DHIA Newsletter, page 2 

 

 

MANURE SAMPLING & ANALYSIS 
 
Not all manure is the same! Testing your manure can help you save money, improve your soil quality, 
and address environmental concerns. Knowing what is in your manure can help reduce need for 
commercial fertilizer, build organic matter in your soil, and increase its water-holding capacity. 
 

        
 
What does it mean? 

You get an easy-to-understand breakdown of your manure nutrients. You also get the estimated 1st 
year available nutrients and $ value of equivalent commercial value (injected/incorporated and applied 
to the surface). For more information, pricing details, or to ask for a free sample kit, call Cheri at 
763.233.7867. 
 
 

Software update improves Preg Test List 

Busy Fall? Want to save some time? 

Dairy producers are time-poor all year long, but especially in harvest season. DHIA's milk pregnancy test is 

accurate, convenient, and cost-effective and it can be done from your milk sample. 

The same software our Field Techs use for recording your herd & sample-day information can also generate lists 

of cows that need to be Preg checked, based on days since breeding.  

Cows’ results will come back with one of three diagnoses: PREG, OPEN, or RECHECK. We recently noticed that a 

small number of cows with a RECHECK diagnosis were not being listed for re-testing at the correct time for a 

follow-up Preg test. This has been corrected in our software, making the automated enrollment list even more 

reliable (Of course, you may provide a manually-generated list of cows to be Preg tested if you like). 

Customize your cow enrollment to fit your needs by defining gestational ranges, for example: at a first check 

(e.g., 28 days), a second confirmation at 60 days in gestation, or perhaps a final confirmation right before dry-

off. Talk with your Field Technician to get started. 

Results available: 
• Total Solids 

• Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) 

• Ammonium 

• Macro/Micro Minerals 

o Ca, P, K, Mg, S, Cu, Zn, 

Fe, Mn 

• pH 

• Electrical Conductivity 

• Carbon Nitrogen Ratio 
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October Milk Quality Leaders, ranked by SCC then Log SCC

Producer Name SCC Cows Producer Name SCC Cows

*GREG AND KRISTIN MAHONEY 18 9 GAR-LIN DAIRY FARMS INC. 90 1999

*JIM AND MARY EVANS 21 6 *BILL & ALAN MILLER 90 290

HARMONY HILLS DAIRY 35 53 *JOHN SAUBER 90 56

GLEN & BECKY CHRISTEN 36 39 FUNKS MIDWAY DAIRY 91 839

PINE-VUE FARMS 38 100 MIKE & LORI BOESL 91 268

HAPPKE HOLSTEIN FARM 39 112 *JOE WUETHRICH 92 30

GEHL ACRES FARM 40 135 STADICK FARM INC 93 191

HOUDEK DAIRY LLC 44 511 *MAYNARD & JEREMY SCHUMACHER 96 131

JOHNSON DAIRY 46 26 WALTER BROS FARM 97 461

*MARK KLEHR 48 55 MEYER BROS DAIRY 97 499

JASSEL HOLSTEINS 56 82 DANINGER INC 98 128

KUECHLE DAIRY 57 243 VALLEY ACRES DAIRY 99 929

*ROBERT AND JEANNETTE SHEEHAN 59 57 *NICK + DENNIS TATGE 99 264

SUNNY SIDE DAIRY 60 138 ERICKSONS DAIRY 99 60

*BRIAN AND JULIE LIBBESMEIER 61 62 DREAM RIDGE JERSEYS 100 26

TWIN SPRUCE 62 93 *RYAN KNISLEY 101 65

*LONNY MOECHNIG 62 78 *ANDREW PRIMUS 101 43

REMIGER DAIRY LLC 63 124 IRRTHUM FARM INC. 101 70

BURKE DAIRY INC 64 187 LAX-PIETIG DAIRY LLC 102 1065

HOEFS' DAIRY 65 287 TA LEONARD REG HOLSTEINS 102 53

SELKE FARMS 65 256 MCANDREWS DAIRY 103 493

SWEET DREAMS AYRSHIRES 65 10 *DARRELL LUHMANN 103 153

WIRTLAND HOLSTEINS 70 563 *JON & LISA ZWEBER 103 95

REUTER FARMS 71 137 LUX-URY HOLSTEINS INC. 104 119

*CHRIS POPP 71 127 BIRCH POINT FARMS PESHON 104 345

*CALVIN AND TAMMY BEUMER 72 89 *SCHLAUDERAFF ENTERPRISE 104 670

SONNEK FARMS 73 111 *PETER SEITZER 104 65

RKB DAIRY 74 149 *BERNARD MANDERFELD 105 121

VOGT DAIRY LLC 74 321 SUNSHINE ACRES 106 241

IRISH RIDGE DAIRY LLC 75 78 *SCOTT&MICHELLE HERBER 106 766

WALNUT ROW FARM LLC 75 25 *PAT&MIKE DUNCANSON 107 99

AVON HEIGHTS 76 82 KOLTES DAIRY LLC 107 147

VIRCHOW DAIRY 77 33 D&L JOHNSON DAIRY FARM 108 236

*CORY AND KRISTEN SALZL 78 21 COUNTY LINE DAIRY LLC 108 179

*ADAM & SARAH MELLGREN 80 76 AUSPICIOUS OYSTER GRANGE 109 139

*DUANE&KAREN TIMM 81 113 LITTLE VALLEY DAIRY 109 178

MARSHLAND FARMS 81 110 *MAREN & JEREMY HOLST 109 131

WRIGHT WAY DAIRY FARM 81 41 *DEVOINE KRUSE 110 246

*RONALD & ANN BORASH 82 44 *RANDY WAGNER 111 366

*JEREMY BEYER 82 40 RYBERG REG HOLSTEIN 112 32

KRAIG&RACHELLE KRIENKE 83 629 MUNDT DAIRY 112 270

TRAIL SIDE HOLSTEINS 86 752 GLEN-D-HAVEN HOLSTIENS 114 301

ACKERMAN FARMS 86 118 *ERIC RYAN 115 229

REILAND FARMS 86 532 *RONALD BEHOUNEK 115 295

MERDAN DAIRY INC 86 84 SPENCER & STACY HACKETT 115 166

*SCOTT FEINE 86 79 *ROBERT & RANDY SLIVNIK 116 34

SCHEFFLER DAIRY 87 152 GORECKI DAIRY 116 36

MARSHALL KORN 88 61 CANC 116 65

*PAUL & ANDREW MIRON 89 160 RED HAVEN DAIRY 116 35

*ERIC SEIFERT 89 10 *JOHN & KRIS MILLER 117 369
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September Milk Quality Leaders, ranked by SCC, the Log SCC

Producer Name SCC COWS Producer Name SCC COWS

*JIM AND MARY EVANS 16 6 FELTMANN DAIRY 108 193

HARMONY HILLS DAIRY 32 52 MC NAMARA FARMS 110 47

VIRCHOW DAIRY 40 33 *DARRELL LUHMANN 112 150

HOEFS' DAIRY 49 287 *ALICIA THURK-HIEBERT 112 36

RYBERG REG HOLSTEIN 50 21 *JOE WUETHRICH 113 31

SCHULTE FARMS 51 269 TRAIL SIDE HOLSTEINS 113 746

*JEFF PETERMEIER 51 55 *SCOTT&MICHELLE HERBER 114 747

*MARK KLEHR 52 55 SONNEK FARMS 114 111

*DENNIS AND WAYNE WOLTERS 57 144 SUNSHINE ACRES 114 239

HIGH POINT DAIRY 58 156 REILAND FARMS 115 519

HAPPKE HOLSTEIN FARM 61 113 SUNNY SIDE DAIRY 117 140

*DEVOINE KRUSE 64 250 PRIGGE FARMS LLC 117 345

*GREG AND KRISTIN MAHONEY 65 9 *LONNY MOECHNIG 117 78

TA LEONARD REG HOLSTEINS 66 51 ACKERMAN FARMS 118 114

SELKE FARMS 67 247 *BRIAN AND JULIE LIBBESMEIER 118 66

*RONALD & ANN BORASH 67 44 BURKE DAIRY INC 119 188

RKB DAIRY 74 147 *FRANCIS & THERESA RYNDA 119 50

DELBERT BECHTOLD 74 35 D&L JOHNSON DAIRY FARM 120 238

ERICKSONS DAIRY 75 60 *RYAN KNISLEY 120 62

KIMM'S DAIRY 76 82 SCHEFFLER DAIRY 120 154

*MIKE MENZE 76 88 MEYER BROS DAIRY 120 504

TWIN SPRUCE 78 89 STADICK FARM INC 120 191

*MATT BERKTOLD 79 212 CORY&JANELLE DAIRY 121 84

SUNSHINE DAIRY LLC 79 99 RED ROOT HOLSTEINS 125 103

WIRTLAND HOLSTEINS 79 566 WALNUT ROW FARM LLC 125 24

GEHL ACRES FARM 80 139 *JOHN AND CONNIE DONNAY 126 59

MIKE & LORI BOESL 80 264 INTRIGUE DAIRY 126 57

*BILL & ALAN MILLER 81 298 *MATTHEW BEDNAR 126 62

*JEREMY BEYER 81 39 BEN AND SAMANTHA REPS 127 23

*CHAD BOHN 82 25 *KYLE MOSER 128 136

DAHRING DAIRY FARM 84 47 *DAVID AND BECKY FRIESE 128 89

*MAREN & JEREMY HOLST 86 122 REUTER FARMS 129 134

DREAM RIDGE JERSEYS 86 28 *JOSH AND JON FRENCHICK 129 71

CASEY ACRES INC 89 84 HEUSINKVELD FARMS 130 526

BLUE VIEW DAIRY FARM 90 309 *ANDREW PRIMUS 130 42

FUNKS MIDWAY DAIRY 90 826 GLEN & BECKY CHRISTEN 131 39

*CALVIN AND TAMMY BEUMER 92 90 KRAIG&RACHELLE KRIENKE 131 627

GOCHNAUER FARMS 94 26 *ROBERT AND JEANNETTE SHEEHAN 132 58

WRIGHT WAY DAIRY FARM 98 41 *CORY AND KRISTEN SALZL 132 20

DANINGER INC 98 128 *DAN BRASCH 133 20

IRRTHUM FARM INC. 100 73 *JOHN & CARL TRAUT 133 101

*PETER SEITZER 101 66 BROOKSIDE DAIRY 133 504

WALTER BROS FARM 102 453 GLEN-D-HAVEN HOLSTIENS 136 297

MARSHALL KORN 103 65 *KRISTEN REIMAN DUDEN 136 41

*SCHLAUDERAFF ENTERPRISE 104 678 *MICHAEL & KACIE KURTH 137 106

*TREVOR DICKE 107 91 *HAROLD GUENTHER 137 18

LITTLE VALLEY DAIRY 107 176 SCHROEDER BROS LLC 138 163

*MITCH MEHRWERTH 107 50 *JOHN + KARYL DIERSEN 140 202

LAX-PIETIG DAIRY LLC 108 1052 THISTLE DEW DAIRY 140 132

CLARK FARMS,LLC 108 726 PANEK DAIRY 140 137


