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Undergraduate DHIA Scholarship Application Now Available
Applications are due October 31, 2025, and can be found www.mndhia.org

Veterinary Student Scholarship Application Now Available
Applications are due December 31, 2025, and can be found www.mndhia.org

Milking Speed trait now available

Parlor efficiency has become more important with time, considering the high cost of optimizing parlor equipment needs
and labor in both small and large dairies alike. In August, Milking Speed was unveiled as a new genetic trait after
years of research and collaboration among our partners at the Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding (CDCB), Dairy
Records Management Systems (DRMS), several milking equipment manufacturers, and most importantly, those of you
dairy producers who provided access to your parlor data and feedback during the development process.

Milking Speed is now part of the genomic evaluations for Holsteins (male and female) and it predicts the average
number of pounds of milk that an animal’s offspring will give in one minute in a conventional milking system. The trait
is presented using a phenotypic scale where the base represents the breed average of 7 pounds/minute. Higher
values for milking speed indicate faster milking cows. The standard deviation of 0.3 pounds is small, which means that
95% of bulls will have a PTA that falls between values of 6.4 and 7.6 pounds/minute.

Milking Speed has a higher heritability (42 %) than most traits under selection—Ilikely a consequence of the precise
nature of the data collected and the fact that it is delivered on a continuous scale rather than class levels (ie, “slow”,
“normal”, or “fast”). At this time, it is not included in any merit index, but could be in the future because of its low
correlations with other traits and potential for significant economic value.

Harvest is Here!

Please remember with the rush of harvest comes the importance of farm
safety. For this reason, the third week of September has been recognized
as National Farm Safety and Health Week. Check out webinars and
resources at necasag.org/NationalFarmSafety AndHealthWeek/

The agriculture sector has the highest fatality rate, with 417 deaths in
2024. Here are five safety tips to keep in mind:

1. Drive cautiously on rural roadways. Look for oncoming cars

while making wide turns. Aerfi (s W
Watch out for power lines. L

Be sure to do regular maintenance and safety checks on tractors and equipment, including PTO guards.

Ensure your equipment has seat belts (in use!) and roll over protection structures.

A

If you have employees, or your children are helping, make sure they take necessary precautions as well!
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August Milk Quality Leaders, ranked by SCC, then Log SCC

Producer Name SCC Herd Size Producer Name SCC Herd Size
*JIM AND MARY EVANS 20 6 D&L JOHNSON DAIRY FARM 103 233
JASSEL HOLSTEINS 31 81 SANDHILL DAIRY 103 350
*DENNIS AND WAYNE WOLTERS 43 154 GLEN-D-HAVEN HOLSTIENS 104 306
KUGATH FARMS 44 17 *SCHLAUDERAFF ENTERPRISE 106 632
*DAN BRASCH 48 22 BERANEK BROTHERS LLP 107 203
TWIN SPRUCE 51 86 SUNNY SIDE DAIRY 108 143
PINE-VUE FARMS 51 101 *JEREMY BEYER 108 40
HARMONY HILLS DAIRY 53 58 AVON HEIGHTS 110 77
*TIMOTHY A. STOLTMAN 53 61 *RICHARD LAMBRECHT 116 103
BEAVER OAK DAIRY 55 128 *SCOTT&MICHELLE HERBER 117 786
RKB DAIRY 55 144 *RICK STOCKER 117 78
SELKE FARMS 56 272 BLUE VIEW DAIRY FARM 118 323
ERICKSONS DAIRY 56 63 *DEVOINE KRUSE 118 255
HOEFS' DAIRY 58 272 *JOE WUETHRICH 118 28
SCHULTE FARMS 59 274 *NICK + DENNIS TATGE 119 269
GEHL ACRES FARM 63 138 *DARRELL LUHMANN 122 135
IMAGE-POINT DAIRY 68 74 MUNDT DAIRY 122 284
HIGH POINT DAIRY 71 192 KOEHLER DAIRY 124 438
*MAYNARD & JEREMY SCHUMACHER 74 124 MARSHALL KORN 124 54
FUNKS MIDWAY DAIRY 74 862 HEUSINKVELD FARMS 125 514
LAX-PIETIG DAIRY LLC 77 1082 LUX-URY HOLSTEINS INC. 125 120
*CORY AND KRISTEN SALZL 80 23 *DUANE&KAREN TIMM 126 119
JM DAIRY LLC 81 353 *BRUCE AND RUSS NELSON 126 95
BURKE DAIRY INC 82 194 GAR-LIN DAIRY FARMS INC. 127 2073
*MICHAEL DALQUIST 82 29 ACKERMAN FARMS 128 119
JOHNSON DAIRY 84 23 MARSHLAND FARMS 128 106
*ROBERT AND JEANNETTE SHEEHAN 88 64 OLMAR FARMS 128 149
*GLEN AND BECKY CHRISTEN 89 39 VOGT DAIRY LLC 129 324
WALTER BROS FARM 90 471 SCHROEDER BROS LLC 129 162
HYDE-PARK HOLSTEINS 91 771 SUNSHINE ACRES 131 219
*DANIEL & ANNETTE GREGOR 91 62 STELLING FARMS 135 320
MC NAMARA FARMS 91 43 DAHLER FARMS 135 238
*MARK KLEHR 92 55 DAVID BANDLI 135 39
*MATT BERKTOLD 93 226 BONOW FARMS 136 293
*KRISTEN REIMAN DUDEN 93 32 *CARLTON ZIMMERMAN 136 50
RYBERG REG HOLSTEIN 94 44 SUNSHINE DAIRY LLC 137 103
HOUDEK DAIRY LLC 95 548 *TRAVIS LEHNERTZ 138 467
*P AT& MIKE DUNCANSON 95 99 RYLAARSDAM DAIRY FARMS 138 312
*MICHAEL BANSE 96 100 PAUL AND CINDY SWENSON 138 356
DELBERT BECHTOLD 97 34 IMPOLA DAIRY 141 114
MIKE & LORI BOESL 97 293 TA LEONARD REG HOISTEINS 141 51
REILAND FARMS 97 561 *LEONARD & STEVEN HOEN 142 82
*BILL & ALAN MILLER 98 274 *JEFF PETERMEIER 143 47
*ANDREW PRIMUS 98 42 EMPIRE FARMS 143 26
KUECHLE DAIRY 99 247 HINCKLEY HOLSTEINS LLC 144 594
RISING HEITS 99 12 PANEK DAIRY 144 145
KRAIG&RACHELLE KRIENKE 100 633 CAPKO BROS 145 440
*STACY & JULIE MILLER 100 65 STADICK FARM INC 145 198
FLYINGCOW DAIRY 101 182 JC DAIRY 146 100
CLARK FARMS, LLC 103 776 OAK CREST FARMS 148 42
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