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Undergraduate DHIA Scholarship Application Now Available 
Applications are due October 31, 2025, and can be found www.mndhia.org 

 

Veterinary Student Scholarship Application Now Available 
Applications are due December 31, 2025, and can be found www.mndhia.org 

 

 

Milking Speed trait now available 
 

Parlor efficiency has become more important with time, considering the high cost of optimizing parlor equipment needs 

and labor in both small and large dairies alike. In August, Milking Speed was unveiled as a new genetic trait after 

years of research and collaboration among our partners at the Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding (CDCB), Dairy 

Records Management Systems (DRMS), several milking equipment manufacturers, and most importantly, those of you 

dairy producers who provided access to your parlor data and feedback during the development process. 

 

Milking Speed is now part of the genomic evaluations for Holsteins (male and female) and it predicts the average 

number of pounds of milk that an animal’s offspring will give in one minute in a conventional milking system. The trait 

is presented using a phenotypic scale where the base represents the breed average of 7 pounds/minute. Higher 

values for milking speed indicate faster milking cows. The standard deviation of 0.3 pounds is small, which means that 

95% of bulls will have a PTA that falls between values of 6.4 and 7.6 pounds/minute. 

 

Milking Speed has a higher heritability (42%) than most traits under selection—likely a consequence of the precise 

nature of the data collected and the fact that it is delivered on a continuous scale rather than class levels (ie, “slow”, 

“normal”, or “fast”).  At this time, it is not included in any merit index, but could be in the future because of its low 

correlations with other traits and potential for significant economic value. 

 

 

Harvest is Here!  

Please remember with the rush of harvest comes the importance of farm 

safety. For this reason, the third week of September has been recognized 

as National Farm Safety and Health Week. Check out webinars and 

resources at necasag.org/NationalFarmSafetyAndHealthWeek/ 

The agriculture sector has the highest fatality rate, with 417 deaths in 

2024. Here are five safety tips to keep in mind: 

1. Drive cautiously on rural roadways. Look for oncoming cars 

while making wide turns. 

2. Watch out for power lines. 

3. Ensure your equipment has seat belts (in use!) and roll over protection structures. 

4. Be sure to do regular maintenance and safety checks on tractors and equipment, including PTO guards. 

5. If you have employees, or your children are helping, make sure they take necessary precautions as well! 
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